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The Popes--Marvin, Helen, Beverly, and "Mike"--departed from New 
York May 28 aboard the S/S Mohamed Ali El Kebir. The voyage was al- 
together pleasant ending at Alexandria where a five day stop-over 
afforded us opportunity to visit the city and make e trip to Cairo 
and the Pyramids. ‘Je transferred to the Greek ship Achilleus and, 
after a short stop at Cyprus, landed in Beirut June 20. With the 
Syrian-Jordanian border closed, we could not proceed overland, nor 
Could we get assurance of air passage for all four of us in the fore- 
seeable future, I took the single seat to be had at the time and 


left Helen and the children in a hotel to take the first available 
flight. 


It was a thrill to see the Holy City again after thirteen years ab- 
sence. Perusal of the map edited by the Jordan Tourist Department 
had prepared me for a surprise, but on my arrival I was nevertheless 
amazed to see so many new tuildings. Saladin Road was soarcely rec- 
ognizable. Where little more than a deoade ago was open field was 
now almost unbroken lines of handsome new buildings, The School was 
still as I remembered it, only the trees in the yard were taller and 
more luxuriant. Omar answered the bell and in our exchange of greet- 
ings we both noted that time had left its mark on us, as evidenced by 
eroded hairlines and expanded girth. Prof. Fred Winnett, the Direot- 
or, and Mrs. ‘Jinnett greeted me graciously and gave me a room in the 
Director's House. On Monday, June 22, my family arrived from Beirut 
and they too were taken into the Director's house. We regretted the 
imposition on the Winnetts, but Fred and Margaret were most genial 
hosts and made us feel very much at home, It was very helpful to me 
and to Helen to have them initiate us in the intricacies and myster- 
ies of the Schdol's operation, ie were greatly impressed with the 
calm efficiency with which they handled the multiplicity of details 
and yet were able to attend social funotions and manage their packing 
and travel planning at the seme time, I am grateful for the oppor- 
tunity of being briefed by such an able and experienced Director and 
hope that I can manage to leave the School and its affairs in the ex- 
cellent condition in which they were handed over to m6, 


The Annual Professor Robert Marshall and his femily left Jerusalem 
June 29 for a trip through Syria, Turkey, and Greece, following the 
journeys of Saint Paul. The Winnet&s departed July 3 and we saw them 
off at Kalandia Airport, 


The Hostel has been full since early June, mostly with the El Jib 
staff, With the Annual Professor's apartment vacant, it was possible 
to shift some of the residents of the Hadstel and take in a few more 
guests. At times there were close to twenty persons in residence. In 
addition to the El Jib staff, Frank Cross of Harvard has been at the 
School all summer working at the Scrollery. Guests who have been 
here for shorter periods of time were: Prof, Albion Roy King of Cor- 
nell College, Mrs. Ann Allison of Baltimore, Prof. Jim Alvin Sanders 
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of Colgate Rochester Divinity School, and Prof. Horace Weaver of Hen- 
drix College, Arkansas. 


July 25 Dr. Philip C. Hammond of Lycoming College and a staff consist- 
ing of Mr. James Jeffers, a student at Lycoming, and Mr. and Mrs, Gil- 
bert Kennedy, students at General Theological Seminary arrived at the 
School enroute to Petra where they will work for five weeks with 

Peter Parr, Secretary of the British School of Archaeology. Peter 
Parr was absent in England where he was married August 1, Hammond 

and his group spent several days touring Jerusalem and visiting arch- 
eological sites within easy travelling distance from Jerusalem. Helen 
and the children accompanied them on several trips around Jerusalem 
and vicinity. Since Wednesday was recording day at El Jib, I took the 
day off on July 28 and drove the family, Hammond's group, and Prof. 
King to Nablus, Jacob's ‘Jell, Balata, Mount Gerizim, and Samaria. The 
view from Mount Gerizim is magnificent. 


Sunday, August 2 was archeology day in Jordan. Dr. Awni Dajani, Act- 
ing Director of the Department of Antiquities, since appointed Direct- 
or, arranged an audience for archeologists with King Hussein. The 
group from the School was comprised of the El Jib staff, the Petra " 
group, and the Popes. From the Scrollery were Prof. Cross, the Abbs 
Je Te. Milik, John Strugnell, and Yusuf Saad, Secretary of the Pales- 
tine Archeological Museum. Diana Kirkbride represented the British 
School of Archeology along with Timothy Thornton and Henk Franken. We 
arrived at the Museum in Amman about 11 a.m. on the understanding that 
the King would come to the Museum, but were told that the audience 
would be at the palace at 4 pem. One contingent decided to fill in the 
time with a trip to see the Madaba map. By courtesy of a letter from 
Dr. Dajani, we were able to see also the beautiful mosaics in the 
floor and courtyard of a private house some distance from the church. 
We returned to Amman, and after another short delay were checked by the 
palace guards and admitted into the waiting rooms of the palace. We 
were served coffee by a handsome young man who bore a striking resenm- 
blance to the King. About 5:45 P.M. we filed into the reception room 
and shook hands with the King. Professor Pritchard presented His 
Majesty with a copy of the Ancient Near East in Pictures and, as 
spokesman for the group, thanked the King for the cooperation which 
his Government and the Department of Antiquities have given archeolog- 
ical endeavors in Jordan. King Hussein then addressed the group 
briefly, expressing appreciation of the work which so enriched knowl- 
edge of the history of the land and best wishes for the continuation 
and success of such endeavors. when His Majesty had finished speak- 
ing, Mike Pope, aged 9, stepped forward and requested the King's auto- 
graph. His Majesty complied with manifest amusement, signing a photo- 
graph which Mike had asked for in the waiting room. This incident 
dissolved the tension and nervous formality. Even the austere guards 
could not suppress a smile and everyone felt at ease as we took leave, 
The calm and dignified bearing of the young king, and his ability to 
speak extemporansously in excellent English, made a very favorable im- 
pression on the entire groupe His willingness to grant an audience to 
archeologists in the midst of a busy round of official duties and his 
appreciation of the importance of archaeology to his country and the 


rest of the world, were reassuring to those hopeful for the future of 
such work here. 
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The chief archeological news from the School is, of course, the re- 
cently concluded third season of excavations at El Jib directed by 
James B. Pritchard. It was a valuable experience to a novice to get 
one's practical introduction to dirt archeology from such an experi- 
enced staff. Bill Reed, with experience at Tell al Kehleifeh, Khirbet 
Tannur, Jericho, Diban, and Qumran was particularly helpful to me. 

The lunch hour in the tent with archeologists Pritchard, Reed, Rich- 
ardson, recorder=paymaster R.«B.Y. Scott, and supervisors Father John 
Huesman, Bob Smith, Choan-Seng Song, and Doug Spence were in part de- 
voted to discussion of archeological matters, but there was also comic 
relief, with ribaldry, yarns, folklore, and gossip, These conversa- 
tions cannot be summarized here, but some bits will doubtless survive 
in oral tradition. Working with the men of El Jib was in itself an 
education. ‘Vith pidgin Arabic and an Arabic-English pocket dictionary 
I was able to breach the language barrier at some points and badly 
batter it at others. We got to know many of the workers very well and 
despite the inevitable tensions between labor and management, there 
developed some genuine feelings of friendship and understanding. The 
excellent relations between workers and staff were in considerable 
measure due to the services of Abu Ali (Hassan Manluk) who represented 


the government and the Department of Anticuities and acted as an- 
nouncer of directives from Dr. Pritchard, 


Miss Halaby was a prodigy of energy and zeal. In addition to her 
long hours of recording the finds, she frequently visited the dig.She 
Cleared several of the cellars in a fraction of the time usually re- 
quired by the workmen. The only complaint came from the basket boys 
who were kept on the go without the usual loafing between baskets. 
Her intimate knowledge of the psychology of the people, gained from 
her experience in the army and in refugee work, were invaluable. 


While one must avoid “scooping” the director of the dig, it may be 
permitéed to mention some of the highlights of a very successful sea- 
son of eleven weeks. Five main areas were cleared to bedrock in the 
vicinity of the large stairwell discovered in '56 and '57. In two 
areas South and North of the stairwell was traced the extension of 
the city wall found in '56. In the South area a gold ring of the 
Persian period found on top of the wall helps to date the destruction 
of that wall. To the North of the stairwell there was a large in- 
dustrial area consisting of vats or cellars cut in the bedrock to a 
depth of ca 2 meters. They could not have contained liquid, for they 
were not plastered and there was too much humidity for storing grain. 
The best guess is that they were used to store jars of some liquid, 
oil or wine. The buildings in the area dated to the Iron age. 


A trial plot some distance West of the stairwell turned up only meager 
walls. Here in one of the plots about a meter and a half below the 
surface the nose of an unexploded three inch artillery shell was un- 
covered. Abu Ali with hand pick and trowel dug out the object with 

as much care as might have been expended on an unbroken pot. One of 
the workers grabbed the shell and carried it to the expedition tent, 
tossing it playfully into the air and catching it. He was requested 
to take it away. ‘Ve heard next day that the shell had been disposed 
of by the military by putting it in a cave and building a fire around 
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ite El Jib, as Prof. Scott's researches disclosed, had been the 


scene of heavy fighting in World War I. In Nov. of 1917 the British 
captured the commanding height of Nebi Samwil, but were unable to 
drive the Turks from El Jib until the end of Dec. in the final push 
that brought Allenby into Jerusalem. The appearance of a modern ar- 


tillery shell at such a depth made it clear that the stratification 
was disturbed and work was abandoned in this area. 


in the last area cleared there was another industrial establishment 
with more and larger cellars. Some of the cellars had covers and 

had not been filled in since their disuse in Iron II period. Hundreds 
of fragments of large storage jars, and one complete jar, were found 
in these cellars. Lack of time prevented the clearing of the whole 
area, but it was manifest that the operations here were on a large 
scale, Pritchard's study and interpretation of all the data can be 
expected to yield interesting results. 


In the second week before the end of the season's work a flight of 
steps leading to a tomb were uncovered. To clear the tomb, it was 
necessary to work double shift for a few days, one shift from 5:00 
@eMe to noon and the second shift from noon to 6:30. The tomb had 
been formed by enlarging four adjacent cellars and a columbarium was 
carved from two other cellars. The burials were in the flodor and in 
niches carved in the walls, Unfortunately the tomb had been thor- 
oughly plundered and defaced, but remnants of the paint and plaster 
decorations indicate that it was elaborately and magnificently deco- 
rated. The date of the tomb is late Roman or Byzantine. 


The work at El Jib was halted August 6 and on Sunday August 9 there 
was a tea at the School in honor of Prof. Pritchard and his staff. 
About sixty persons attended including the staff and other guests at 
the School. Omar lived up to his fame in Jerusalem by preparing a 
delicious assortment of goodies. After the tea a reception for the 
newlyweds Peter and Madeline Parr was held at the British School. 
Here we met again a number of the people who had just been to the 
school tea as well as many other interesting people. Jerusalem is 
like a small town in many respects, bringing together much the same 
group at social functions; but a more interesting and varied assort- 
ment of people cannot be found anywhere. ‘We love it and our pleasure 
increases as we become acquainted with more and more people. 


With the end of the El Jib dig there was a mass exodus from the 
School. Of the El Jib staff only Neil Richardson and Doug Spence re- 
maine Neil is working up an Arabic word and phrase list for arche- 
ological purposesi Doug is busy photographing and recording the 
latest finds. Gustav Materna, a young German draftsman, is finish- 
ing up the drawings and plans. By the end of the month all the ex- 
cavation staff will have departed. Frank Cross of the Scrollery 
Will leave soon for the Old Testament Conference at Oxford. Will 
and Layla Oxtoby plan to go on a vacation in Europe in September be- 
fore Will begins his second year as “Learner” in the Scrollery. it 
looks as if for a couple of weeks the School will be deserted except 
for the Director's family and the staff. 
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There have been a goodly number of visitors at the School. On Sunday 
afternoon, July 19, a group of about twenty students and tourists 

from Northwest Christian College, Eugene, Oregon, under the leadership 
of Dr. Guy J. Wright, visited the School and wére given talks on the 
purpose, history and activities of the School by the Director, on the 
Dead Sea Scrolls by Prof. Frank Cross, and on the excavations at El 
Jib by Prof. Pritchard. On Tuesday evening, July 28, a contingent of 
the University of Wisconsin “Workshop in the Holyland, consisting most- 
ly of clergy, Roman Catholic and Protestant, came to the School and 
were given a short talk on the work of the School by the Director, 

and a lecture on the history and archeology of Petra by Dr. Hammond. 
On the afternoon of August 4, since I was on the afternoon shift at 

Hl Jib, Jim Pritchard showed a group of tourists led by Prof. Sieg- 
fried Horn of the Seventh Day Adventist Theological Seminary, Washing- 
ton, D.Ce, around the School and addressed them informally. 


In the lull before the arrival of the rest of the academic personnel 
for the coming year, we are planning to visit Petra and see how 
things are going there with Phil Hammond and Peter Parr. The next 
newsletter will include a report of this jaunt and the work in pro- 
gress there. 


Best wishes to all the School's friends, 


Marvin H. Pope, Director 


Jerusalem School 





